ComboBox Automation


The code below demonstrates how to expand and hide combo box lists via code. To test it out create a new VB project, place a command button and combo box on the form and paste in the code below. When you run the project and use the tab button to move the focus from the combo box to the command button you should notice that the combo box expands and hides.





Private Declare Function SendMessageLong Lib "user32" Alias "SendMessageA" _


   (ByVal hwnd As Long, _


   ByVal wMsg As Long, _


   ByVal wParam As Long, _


   ByVal lParam As Long) As Long


Private Const CB_SHOWDROPDOWN = &H14F





Private Sub Combo1_GotFocus()


SendMessageLong Combo1.hwnd, CB_SHOWDROPDOWN, True, 0


End Sub





Private Sub Combo1_LostFocus()


SendMessageLong Combo1.hwnd, CB_SHOWDROPDOWN, False, 0


End Sub





Sub Form_Load()


Combo1.AddItem "Item 1"


Combo1.AddItem "Item 2"


Combo1.AddItem "Item 3"


End Sub





