Adding to the Documents Menu from Visual Basic





Applies to:  VB4-32, VB5
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Everybody knows that a 'real' Windows 95 and NT4 app always adds to the start menu's "Documents" list whenever a file is opened. Using the simple code below and the SHAddFilesToRecentDocs API, your VB4-32/VB5 app can perform this mysterious feat as well.





The SHAddFilesToRecentDocs API takes as a parameter either the pidl (Pointer to an item IDentifier List) of the file opened, or more simply, the path and filename as a string. The API creates a shortcut from the information, depositing it into the Documents menu. As with most APIs, you tell it what to expect to find in shData by specifying one of the two available flags as the shFlags member. In addition, by passing VB's null string (or 0&, if declared appropriately) as shData, the call to SHAddFilesToRecentDocs will clear out all entries in the list. 
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One caveat ... SHAddFilesToRecentDocs doesn't care if the file or path actually exist (at least if passing a string .. I didn't try with a pidl), so its up to your app to pass qualified filenames.





Create a new project, and design a form as shown in the illustration. I used a control array for the option buttons (optAdd(0) and optAdd(1)), and a textbox named txtAdd.








Add the following routines to the bas module.





Public Const SHARD_PIDL = &H1&


Public Const SHARD_PATH = &H2&





Public Declare Function SHAddToRecentDocs Lib "shell32.dll" _


  (ByVal dwFlags As Long, ByVal dwData As String) As Long


  





Add the following routine to Form1.





Private Sub Command1_Click()





   Dim r As Long


   Dim shFlag As Long


   Dim shData As String


   


   shFlag = SHARD_PATH





   Select Case optSHAdd(0).Value = True


      Case True:  


        'we're about to add an item, so


        'set the 'file name' from txtAdd     


         shData = (txtAdd)





      Case False:    


        'user chose to delete all items.


        'Therefore, pass null as the data    


         shData = vbNullString


      


   End Select


     


  'update or clear the list    


   r = SHAddToRecentDocs(shFlag, shData)


   


End Sub
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Comments





Run the project, enter a file path and name into the textbox, select an option and hit Do It. Then, check the Documents menu item to see the file in the list. It may take a second or so for it to show up. 





Note that the list is finite, that is, Windows takes care of "bumping" out older items as the list is added to. In addition, as the shortcut created uses the filename specified in the textbox (without the path), you can't have more than one entry with the same name, regarless if the path is different.





 


